Industrial migrants 


Regent reports from Germany , nnme by 

such reputable journalists as Dick B 0 yer of PM, show the serious of feet 
on the Nazis of hong periods of malnutrition among large portion|of 
the population. In Germany this has come from a lack of foodstuffs. 

Although most Americans are not aware of it, this problem, of poor 
health among the young people. Is becoming increasingly severe. In 
many places rejections by the Amy have run unusually high. 

This problem is aa a major consideration of the House committee 
investigating migrants. Until this committee &egan its work four 
months ago most of our knowledge of migratory labor and families came 
from or a s a result of JohnSteinbeck’ s book. However, agricultural 
migrants, the Joads, are only a part of the peitu re and California and 
Oklahoma, while seriously affected, are far from taxational problem. 

The committee’s official total of the American citizens who are vainly 
on the read looking for a livlihood and a place to live i B 4,000,000. 
Actually it knows there are more than 5,00,000 and probably 7,000,000. 
Because it is afraid of the conse uenees of releasing the larger figures 
talks of 4 » 000 * 000 nignurt*. This total is impressive enough. The 
figure for Florida is 50,000; for Texas 150,000; for California 850,000, 

The loads are not typical. They were driven fro® their homes by predaotory 
corporations. In many States this is a prevalent trouble. Panning, 
unquestionably, has become a big business and farmers *** who own th ir 
own land and work it for themselves are rapidly disappearing. 


But there are many other reaons for people leaving their homes. Many 
are industrial workers who have lost their employment. Some of these, 
living on relief, dont want to be public charges and they are seeking to 
make their own way. Many other reliif clients have taken to the road 
besause the doctors have told them what is bound to happen to their 
ehlldren-what has actually happened to many- and they fear it. Disease, 
particularly from malnutrition, is making dangerous inroads. There are 
several excellent stories of this sort in the committee’s investigations, 
and there are fine pictures. 

Living under unbfclieveable conditions these poor families, usually 
with lo^ft of kids, drift from place to place. One family that just 
appeared before the committee had been in 42 States looking for a 
place to take root. They slept on the ground, on top of their 
home-made trailer, and, ?rh.en they stopped in a town or city* or when 
the weather was bad, they slept in shifts. This family had been on 
relief but decided to look elsewhere because of the health of their 
7 kids. They sold their furniture for $35, bought a car for $^5 and 
^egan their hegir^with 65^ cash. They, like many others, finally came 
to Washington. 

Those who have left a State for the purpose of making a permanent home 
elsewhere, lose their legal claim upon society to prevent starvation. 

For these folk# most states require 5 years of residence before they can 
get public assist nee. There are 250,000 people classified by the 
census as having no legal residence, beside the thousands of ksshzsx 
others who dont know what their status is. 

Here is the East there are thous nds of migrants Who follow the crops. 

Of these some few have their own small plots on which they can’t live but 



to which they return with their meegre earnings after following such 
crops as the potato crop north from Georgia to New Jersey. These 
people, it 4s estimated, derive half their ^incomes from the potato 
crop. 

In desperation la re numbers of these homeless eitiznes-and they are 
citiznes, not a lens- dust drop off on the other side of the 

railroad tracks and sty there. In some places these are squatter camps 

/ 

of these people totaling 10-50,000 within cities. Fre uently they 

are a long distance away from sources of water. Sanitary conditions 

are frightful. (In this connection it is interesting that an investigation 

in California showed that migrants have the lowest syphillis rate ofi 

all groups, but this is the only disease that they dont sees® to have.) 

The committee believes that had some effort been made 10 years ago 
to do something for these people today there would he a larger and better 
supply of skilled workers for Industry and a large number of healthy 
men for the Army which had to Reject so many. 


Studies of these migrants, both industrial and agricultural, show they 
are of America's best stoek. This is reflected In the low incidence of 


syphillis. They are hardiy folk, withzazstaagK strong family bends. They 
are, however, running to seed. They reproduce, and their children 
become even worse off then they. 


Alitor American society falls into the kigrant class, although it is the 
people who are worse of f to begin with who are more numerous. The 
committee had one migrant witness who was a graduate of Michigan and 
had done graduate work at Tale, He has become a wandring s ailor, going 


from port to port looking for a berth. 
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DuMag the coarse of its investigation the Memte rs of this committee have 
travelled .over 50,000 miles { beginning i* inly). They ahve held 
hearings in New York City, Chicago, Lincoln, Nebr., Oklahoma City, 
Montgomery, Ala., San Francisco and Los Angeles. The staff has travelled 
additional thousands of giles. On the 24 days on which testimony was 
taken 2S0 witnesses were examined. Besides this, they drew on the 
knowledge of the regular government ageneies, like the Department of 
Agriculture and the Farm Security Administration. 

Ihe committee will now begin to sift its evidence and prepare its 
report to Congress. This will take months. There* is one conclusion they 
are bound to reach, end that is that the millions of migrants represent 

a dead loss to the country, tend to undermine the "national defense", 
and must he helped. 


I don*t know how you feel about things like the migrants, but if you 
like the idea there is a mass of photographs, most never used, that we 


can get for nothing. There are 



tragic, pieture stories 


than can be told about at least 20 States and about the same number 


of agricultural industries. These photos show living conditions, jaloj>*es, 
"family life", lack of sanitation, and the frightful eireumsjranees 
under which much of our food is packed for us. For some of these 


unfortunates weekly wages run as low as *2.00 a week. Of course, there 
is child labor, foreed labor, etc. and etc. 


One story I am trying to get together is of foreed child la or in th 

Southern turpentine camps. Whenever I can collect the fact I ’ll send 
them along. 


♦ 



